
 
 
 
 

2009 Cocolalla Lake Association Eurasian Watermilfoil Project 
Final Report 

 
Background 
Cocolalla Lake Association (CLA), with funds provided by Idaho State Department of Agriculture (ISDA), 
participated in Phase IV of the Statewide Strategic Plan for EWM in Idaho.  The stated objectives of this Phase 
IV were (1) to secure adequate funding to conduct surveys of Cocolalla Lake, to treat/remove any EWM found, 
and to procure a cleaning station to preclude reintroduction of EWM, (2) to continue planning efforts to fund 
future control/eradication measures, and (3) to broaden public awareness of the threat of EWM and other 
invasive species. 
 
CLA has participated in Phases I, II and III previously and, through chemical treatment events, has achieved 
EWM control.  Continuing educational programs and the introduction in 2008 of an on-site Lake Host serve to 
expand public involvement in recognizing and participating in invasive species issues.  The goal of the CLA 
remains the complete eradication of EWM and the prevention of any reintroduction. 
 
Project Summary   
A point intercept survey was conducted June 17 2009 by Lakeland Restoration Services, LLC.  A small patch of 
EWM was discovered at the south end of the lake.  This discovery was categorized as a recurrence.  A survey 
conducted by ISDA on July, 16 2009 confirmed the recurrence.  
 
CLA submitted an amendment to its Phase IV grant request on July 13, 2009, and received funds to conduct a 
liquid 2,4-D (DMA-4) treatment of approximately twenty acres at the south end of the lake. An additional 
pretreatment diver survey was completed on August 6 by Doug Freeland of Ace Diving. The herbicide 
treatment was conducted on August 19 2009 by Lakeland Restoration Services, LLC. Lakeland Restoration 
Services Final Report has been filed with ISDA and is included in the files that accompany this report. 
September 2 DO readings, taken inside and outside of the treatment at depths of one foot and one meter, ranged 
from 91.2% to 104.5% of saturation and herbicide concentrations were below restriction levels. Attachment (1) 
DO and post Treatment Herbicide levels. CLA members and other lake stakeholders removed the signs 
around the lake on September 3.  The CLA plans to have a survey conducted in the spring as soon as annual 
plant growth is active to determine if any further EWM is found.  
 
CLA purchased a Sioux Dakota Series high temperature pressure washer with Phase IV funds and installed it at 
the Lake Host site near the public boat launch.  This equipment has proven to be an important tool in the 
removal of potentially invasive species from watercraft and trailers entering Cocolalla Lake. On the roadway 
just before the washing station, Idaho Department of Fish and Game erected a large sign; which directed all 
water craft to stop for inspection and cleaning. 
 
Further, the mere presence and use of the equipment provides a visible impact and boost in public awareness of 
the seriousness of the invasive species issue.  As a note; public acceptance of the boat/trailer cleaning process 



has been very good, and is expected to continue.  Watercraft and trailers were also cleaned upon leaving the 
lake.   
 
Notification: 
On August 3, 2009 all waterfront property owners were sent by US mail a notice of the proposed herbicide 
treatment of the EWM recurrence or reinfestation.  Attachment (2) list of property owner who were notified. 
 
Notice of treatment was published in the Bonner Daily Bee, Coeur d’Alene Press and North Idaho Spokesman 
Review; which are newspapers of general circulation for the Cocolalla Lake Area. An affidavit of Publication 
was requested from each paper.  Attachment 3 Affidavit of Publication of Treatment 
   
Education Element 
The ISDA and Portland ANS provided excellent Invasive Aquatic Species brochures and information cards to 
the CLA.  This literature was distributed by the Lake Hosts to all lake users passing through the cleaning 
station.   
 
Financial Accounting 
Financial accounting was performed by Panhandle Lakes Resource Conservation and Development Area 
(RC&D) of Coeur d’Alene, ID.  Financial ledger prepared by RC&D is included. Attachment (4) RC&D Final 
Accounting Ledger and reflects project income and expenditures. The CLA was able to come in under budget.  
Attachment (5) Final Budget and Actual Expenditures 
The CLA In-Kind Match Summary is included with this report: Attachment (6) In-Kind Match Summary. 
 
Project impact 
Funds made available through Phases I, II, III, and IV have, without doubt, saved Cocolalla Lake as a valuable 
recreation and sports resource.  Activities undertaken jointly by CLA and ISDA have driven up dramatically the 
public’s acceptance of the ability of these groups to stay ahead of the invasive species threats and to be good 
stewards of this important resource.   
 
For 2010 
CLA will continue lake monitoring and survey efforts as in past years.  Depending on the availability of funds, 
the association will submit its financial requirements for such activities and for needed improvements or 
additions to the facilities already in place. 
 
 



 



 
 
 
 
   Attachment 1 Page 2: Pre and Post Treatment Dissolved Oxygen Levels 
 
Pre-treatment DO readings: 
 

Location  Date  mg/L  Temp  Sat 
1  8/19/2009  9.54 20.3 104.8
2  8/19/2009  9.05 20.0 97.9
3  8/19/2009  9.06 20.4 100.3
4  8/19/2009  9.55 20.2 102.9

 
Post-treatment DO readings: 
 

Location  Date  mg\L  Temp  Sat 
1  8/22/2009  10.8 20.4 111.5
2  8/22/2009  10.57 21.1 118.9
3  8/22/2009  10.16 21.2 114.8
4  8/22/2009  9.65 20.7 107.1
5  8/22/2009  9.58 20.8 107.4

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 



 



Attachment 3 - Page 2   Notice of Treatment sent to Property Owners  
 

COCOLALLA LAKE ASSOCIATION 
P.O. Box 133 

Cocolalla, ID 83813 
To Cocolalla Lake waterfront property owners: 
 
With Idaho State Department of Agriculture (ISDA) Eurasian Watermilfoil (EWM) Grants and financial 
support from many property owners, a wide spread infestation of EWM in Cocolalla Lake was successfully 
treated in 2006 and 2007. Because this invasive aquatic species can re-establish in a lake, early detection 
surveys are very important. Surveys conducted in 2008 did not find any EWM plants.  However, the June 17, 
2009 point intercept survey found a few EWM plants in the shallows at the south end of the lake. This results of 
this survey were confirmed in a July 17 ISDA survey. The Cocolalla Lake Association (CLA) applied for an 
ISDA Grant Quick Response Grant amendment which was approved last week.  Treatment of the infested area 
with liquid 2,4-d, which is the same chemical that was used previously,  is scheduled August 13.  
 
Because of the early detection of EWM the treatment area will be small and limited to only the area in which 
EWM is growing. Liquid 2,4-d has been highly effective in eliminating this very invasive species from 
Cocolalla Lake with no adverse side effects to native plants.  After 2,4-D is applied, there is a short period of 
time when limited or restricted use of water in and near a treated area is advised.  All affected property owners 
will be notified of the specific dates of treatment and the shoreline will be appropriately posted in the areas to be 
treated with bright green CAUTION signs.  The postings will outline all water use limitations. The CAUTION 
signs will be removed after the water testing indicates the chemical is lower than EPA levels specified on the 
product label. A notice will also be posted at the Idaho State Department of Fish and Game (ISDF&G) public 
boat launch at the north end of the lake. 
 
To prevent transport of EWM, and other invasive aquatic species, from one body of water to another, a Lake 
Host Program with a hot water washing station for all watercraft has been established at the ISDF&G boat 
launch. Anytime that you are launching, or removing, your watercraft from Cocolalla Lake, please use this 
important tool for keeping Cocolalla Lake invasive species free. 
 
Thank you for your cooperation in this matter and for your continued support of CLA efforts to protect and 
improve Cocolalla Lake. 
 
 
 
Charles F Gladish, President 
Cocolalla Lake Association 
208-263-6515 
c.s.gladish@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 
 



 



 



 



 



 


